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Hamer, Idaho 83425, Refuge Headgquariers phone:
Edited by Naney Maxweil 208-562-5423, Rob Larrafings i3 the Refoge Mana-
Phane: 208-232-2784 RET.

Spring on the Refuge is all about water! The snowpack in
the dmimnge &rea sbove the reluge was 80% on Morch 1, 2007,
compared to | [4% a1 the seme time Iast vear, and we received very
Hithe pdditional molsture in March of thin yveir Compared o
subsiantiol storms &gt year in Morch and carly April. which means
water will be more scarce in 2007, Record flows were expericnced
in 2006 (1,700 &) during the first week of May, probably fhe
highest daily flows since the extimated 1.700' £fs Nows during the
[9EI B floods. Despite the incressed Aows, the main ¢ore marsh
impoundment (Centér Pond) was not managed pr targer levels for
the third straight year since 2004, md did sl méeeive neding
mctivity by Trumnpeter Swins. Do 10 the lack of adequate snow
pack wnd o carly rue-off, the 2007 water vear is nol looking too
optimal.  Camas Creek started to receive subsiantial fows several
weeks earlior than the first week of April lest year. The carly nun-oft
will most likely result In minimal creek flows daring the summer §
mionths, thus requiring a higher dependency on well water. Rob @8
Larrafiaga has detailed information sbout the pump and cresk §
volumes should yoa want apecific data

Wetlind munagement in Camas WWHE requires. daily monitoring of
Comias Creek water volume diverted to the refiege gs well &5 precise
necosmiing of water pumped from the seven refuge wells,  Diaim s
reported to the Water Master who pssurcs that waler resources wre
allocated according 10 approved ldaho water nighis.  “Water
meenitoring and monapément of water control devices o direct
Nooding of marshes and ponds @8 performed by Rob Larmafiags,
Farrel Downs, and redident woluntesrs John and Sharan Dollar,
That petivity nequires an enorrmoss amount of time. skill, and recond
keeping. It B crucial 1o both migratory and nesting waterfow] thas
food supplics, managed by mowing, contrelled bums, and Boodimg
e nsstired, and thnt water levels in nesting arens will i fluchnte
by flood or diry oot nests and hatchlings, Water is the hifeblood of
the wetland and skiflful management of water resources, both in
flood and droeghd, is eritical for migmiory and resident birds

Migratory Landbird Reseurch. Dr. Jay Carlisle of Idaho Bird Conservancy and his research team finished thejr
fisl| 20ds mist netting on October 15, They operased the mist nets on 88 different days from July 20 through October 13 for
i total of 4.312.2 net hours, A total of 4,664 birds of 74 different species were coptured. data recorded for each, and
relensed, @ result very similar to the 2005 results. Specific nformation about the most frequent species, numbers of
specilic species, comparisons with 2005 and with the Boise nrea rescarch offorts as well a8 observations from standardized
[0-minute pointcounts st Camms NWR, Mud Lake Wildlife Management Arca (WMA) aml Market Lake WMA mnd
conclosins about weight pain or less ond conditions of the migratory birds &= available in Tk, Caslizsie’s 2008 Anmmaf
Repart af il Migration Monitoring of Songhirdy af Camos Natlona! Wildlife Refuge. Conclusions ahout differences in
spring and fall migratton roues for some species, conspicuously lower numbers of some species compared to 2005, and
data which will provide long term baseline information about the use of native versis introduced plants is fascinnting. The
research leam felt the sty was very successful nnd completes the second vear of rwo planmed study vears for fall



inigrations. A fall 2006 planning mesting determisned (hat e
second of two planned shady vears for the spring would begin
on Apefl 16, 2007, and wrap up in mid-June 2007, The two
vears of haseline dais will be summarized for publication i at
least one peer reviewed journsl For o copy of the repor,
comact Dr. Carliske af the Idaho Bird Observancy, Boise Siate
University's Depantment of Biology, 1910 University Drive,
Boise, Tdaho B3T25-151% or wou can contact him through
|BChesgarchithotseatite edit

The Spring 2007 Songbird Research hus been
funded throogh cooperative comributions of several entitics,
including USFWS, 1DFG, and the Porinest Valley and Snake
River Audubon Societies An  ldaho  Collsborative Gramt

proposal prepared primaniiy by Mok Delwiche, Presaden, of

the Snake River Andubon Socicty snd supporied by the
Pormeul Valley Aodubon Society, resulted i a commitment
of §732 for the research vin MNational Andubon. T addition,

FYAS comtribated 51,000, 510,000 15 comming from the USFWS Division of Migratory Birds, a3 well g5 over 37400 in the
form of un Idaho Bepartment of Fish and Game state wildhife prast. Dr Carlisle’s team will add an imternational tie to the
project this yvear and will include two resenrch assistants from Lain America with the idea that they woubd ke well-tirained
iy pogin of carty on migration observations amd data collection in their bome countrics. In sddition two of the Resident
Yolunteers who plan to be here through the rescarch period, as well as several commuting volunteers, will assist with data
recording u.n:['mppcirr's:n'i-:ﬂ for the resesrch team, Dr. Carlisle’s tezm weolcomes vishiors znd has offered

Eascinating learming opportuiities fof school groops, researchers, md birders from all over eastern 1daho,

The penk for 2006 was on March 1, when 47 were sighted; siight
this vear's March peak. Rough-legged Hewk numbers during the
were down considerably va the refuge this year, from 13 in 2006 SYET A
visitors took fn ast early speing migration this year, considerably higher than past year's visitation.

Visitor numbers remained high through
g relatively mild winter on (he . Tefuge
offering big game viewing. A cougsr kill
was ohserved pesr the headguarters on 10-
16-06, & hidden large whitc-tailed buck
carcass ind n nearby mecoon, and although
o one observed the cat, the fracks were
clesr and the cache behavior wnd wounds
were consisten] ‘with a8 cougar kill. This
might lsave been the only confirmed cougar
pctivity on Camas NWR, although not oo
surprising since cougars have such & large
home range. Numbers of Great Homed
owls observed wers consistent with other
years, and the count of Bald Eagles. done
weekly from December through Murch,
excooded the January high count for 2006:
duritig one January Bald Eagle count, Rob
Larafiagn observed forty, 35 adulls and §
immature, on the roost sight on the night of
Jenirary 1

ly fower numbers were reconded during
Junuary mid-winter Bald Eagle Counts
10 5 this year, Séveral hundred refuige

L



Visitor numbers remnined high throogh a relatively mild winter on the refiee offering big game viewing, A cougar
kill wos observed near the headguaners on 10-16-06, 4 ludden large white-tailed buck carcass and 3 nearby maccoon, dand
aithough no ope observed the cat, the eracks were clear and the cache behavior and wounds wene conglstent with & cougar
kill. This might have been the only confirmed cougar petivity on Comas NWH, although not oo surprising since cougars
have such o large home range. Numbers of Great Homed owls observed were congistent with sther vears, and the count of
Bald Eagles, done weekly from December through March, exceedad the January high comt for 2006: duning one Janusrs
RBald Eagle count, Rob Lorraflaps oheerved fosty, 35 slults and 5 immature, on the roost sight on ihe night of Janesry |1

The peak for 2006 was on March 1, when 47 were sighted; slightly lower ninnbsers were recocded during this vear's Merch
peak. Roush-legeed Hawk mumbers during the Janonry mid-winter Bald Eagle Counts were down consldernbly on the
refuge this vear, from 13 in 2006 10 5 thisyear.  Sevemnl hundred refuge visitors took in on enrly spring migration this year,
considerably higher than past vear's visitation,

The Dubois Grouse Days Festival is scheduled on Friday and Satundsy Apeil 20th and 2 151, Activities begin on
Friday evearing at 5 PM and conclude with the Saturdsy evening banguet following a moming of viewing grouse dancing
on their leks and aday of informative presentations and activities, Those activities will include planned tours of Camas
Mational Wikdlife Refuge Saturdsy conducted by Rob Lamafuga. John and Sharon Dollar snd other knowiedpcabie
volienisers will provide educutionp] presentations for children aisd information about the Refisge Display fo visitors, Un
Saturday, Mike Parker, Refiuge Mannger from Rid Rock Lakes WWR will present en overview of their refuge and Dir. Jay
Carlisle will present the findings of the bwo-veéar Landbird Migration Research o Camas NWE. The schedulé and
fnforniation about registration s available sccommodations is available from the 1.5, Forest Service in Disbois, contac)
Jeri Tavenner, at (208 374-5422, or jlavenners modinke net,

Spring Migrations staned a few weeks aarly this vear, a8 the refuge has experienced & mild spring. Rob observed 12
Trumpeter Swans on the refuge February |8, s couple of weeks eariier thas most vears, and up o 10,000 ducks srrived the
first week of March, along with a couple thousand Crnadie geese. Pumps were staried and gram fields mowed anticipating
the arvival of goese and swans 8 week earfier than 2006, In recent vears, Swang and Sandhill Cranes have fypically arrived
as carly as the Inst week of February, The tight geese (Soow Geese and Ross” Geese) migration peaked the 3™ week of
March at approotimately 15,0400 birds, a1 least & week and a half earlier than the past few yenrs. Shori-gaped owls were
observed in carly March, several weeks eurlicr than the first observation in early April last vear,  An Elderhostel Friends
for Learning group which visired the refuge on Oetober 6, 2006, planned another visit to tke in spring migrations on
March 26; hiwever, missed the big oumbirs, Owver 60 participants did experience the maling courtship of several sundhill
crane pairs.  Copse NMOW, to mke in the beginning of the songbird migration that will peak arcand Memorial Day.

loternational Migratory Bird Day will be observed at Camas NWR on May 12, Activities planned include
vohuteer work on the troils and with the native tree plantings, as well as refuge toors and the oppormunity o observe the
mbsnetting ressarch in progress by Dr. Corlisle dond Kis team, Contact Rob Larrafiaga if vour group has nol already skmed
up 10 volunleer op that day. The Homer Lions ¢lab will be invited 1o provide refreshiments aoain (his year

Citizens Taking Prompt Action
resylied in the apprehension of alleged
ponchers an two separnte otcasions doring
tast fall's huniing season. Thanks to- ihe
swifi mction asd use of cell phones b
refuge visitors; stafl, county and state
officials was able to apprebend the alicged
vielsors.  Waterfowl hunters In an zrea
closed to hunting on the refuge were cited
for taking ducks, snd three mdividuals are
under myestigation for shooting at least 2
cow elk and possibly & 3" one on the
refuge, after cumting a fence amil driving
several miles off-ropd. Al hig game
humting & prohibited on refuge. Your
action can make a difference in protecting
Cumas NWER and other wild areas.
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Citizens Taking Prompt Action resubled in the apprehension of alleged poechers on two separmte ogcasions during
lmst fall’s hunting season, Thanks to the swill action and use of cell phones by refuge visitors, safl, county and stute
officials was sble to apprehend the slleged violators. Waterfowl hunlers in an area closed to hunting on the refuge were
cited for taking ducks, and three individuals mre under investigation for shoating af least 2 cow ¢l and possibly a 3™ one
om the refuge, affer cutting a fence and doving several miles off-road. All big game hunting is prohibited oo refiuge. Your
sciion can make & difference in protecting Camas NWH end other wild areas

Prescribed Burning was conducted during the end of March, 10 inclhade the 40 sere wetland burn on the south side of
Hig Pond and several mikes of wirer system delivery ditches. Camas MWR haz 31 miles of canals and the burming of
umbkeweeds and athér debris that obatrocis the fow of watler 35 oritical 1o the Waler Managemeni o refuge.  Prescribed
fire is used o reduce dead fuel loads and to increase the availability of plant and inveriebrate foods for breeding waterfowl
and marsh birds during the spring und summer periods.  The LLS. Forest Service persanne] from Pocatello, and the Idabo
Department of Comection’s, 5t. Anthony Work Camp, Crew provided valuable assistance in completing these bumns and
fuel load reduction projecis [cham saw work) pedr 1be headquaners.

Funding for the NWR System contitues o be o major concern.  President Bush’s anmml budget request to
Congress increases the Nathonal Wildlife Refuge System Budget slightly, bat the incrense is not enough 1o keep up with
inflation. As a resull. the proposed budget is the fourth straight vear that effectively cuts funding for the Refigs Svatem.
The costs of recovery for the Gulf Coast Refuges damuged or destroved by Hurricane Katrina are overwhelming, and much
of the needed work 1o reftore Babitsd for both resbdent and migratory waterfowl as well as other wildlife iz simply oot
hoppening doe fo funding constrainis. As a result of the budget cots pressure, mmy refiiges ere nod Gilling sall positions o
are simply not staffed m all. Several orgenizations, including Frisnds of the Refuge System, are working diligently to
inform members of Congress of the dire needs in many lpcations, needs which ere jeopardizing endapered specles, habiai
safery und mamtensnce, aid B omany cases oxcluding the public for whom the refuge system miy be the only avenie of
gducntion and appreciation of our endangered wild places, [dabo will kose almast & thind of s personnel on seven Nathonal
wibdlife refuges, which encompass 84 (00 acres and moere than 50,000 visitors. each vear, Camas NWHR hos already lost s
heayy equipmient operntor poaition, and has contineed 1o progress towerd refuge goals largely thanks {o the quality of our
incredibly valuable resident volunleers, The USFW Service i3 considermp sevenil plans 1o reduce already canstricied
budgets, ope of which may invelve combining management offices for the refirges i southern Ldaho and sharing sosme
stalfl betweesn refuges.
: : Volunieers! John snd Sharon Dollar, resident
{ volunteers from Birminghom, Alsbame, broaght ‘dheir
b8 remurkable energy and expertie 1o Camas NWR in
g 20k, sayed through the winter of 2005, and have
B pamicipated in. heavy  cquipment  operatsoi,
trapsplantation of nafive plants, helped  with water
f controland manitoring, fence removal and building, and
John has provided his GPS peapping expertise for the
location of noxious invasive weeds on the Refige and
for the benefit of adjacont farmers. Both received the
2N} hour  Volonteer  Director’s  Certificate. of
Apprecimion award for their outstanding contributions
| and service w the U § Fish and Wildlife Service in 2006,
They wre with us again for the spring and sommer of
2007, and we can’t begi 4o express our gratitude for
their spiril and energy and skilla. We are also eager to
work with Dave Ewoldi asd Dianng Parmot from Arizomna
who plan 1o be resident volunteers from mid April
i through the Migratory Bird research and will help with
the dazn recording and support services for Jay Carlisle™s
W mistnetiing weam. Joe and Linda Moll from Georgia plan
N o voluntesr from mid-July into Chktober und will help
y with general tasks on the refuge, a3 will Steve and Linda
Mondle from Ohio beginming i earfy Augus.  We
8y ceriamly welcome all of these Folks and lookl forward 1o
B working with them.

LA 1S '

WO Ccommeril questions abam the cohicnt of the Mowslener
we mlanys welcome,  Plegse congact Napcy Magwell st 208-
2122784 i P 1), Box 4TRT, Pocstells, ldsha RX205




